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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

January/February NEWSLETTER 2018 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

Contributions for the Newsletter may be sent to the Editor: argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk 

  

 
 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

 

The committee and I would like to wish you 
all a very Happy New Tear. As you will be 
aware our AGM was postponed because of 
adverse weather conditions.  We shall hold it 
before the speaker at the January meeting. 

The sowing season will soon be upon us.  I 
hope that I will do better with my seeds than 
last year.  All seed sowing was very delayed.  
My father broke his neck! 

Our membership is decreasing annually so 
please do your best to encourage new 
members to join us. 

George has arranged an excellent programme 
for us again this year – well worth attending! 

 

Ellie Church – Chair  

 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 

MONDAY 8 JANUARY AT 7.00pm 

The AGM, which was postponed from December, will now be held at 7.00pm  

prior to Christina Stapley’s talk on Herbs to Aid the Gardener.   
The talk will begin at 7.30pm. 

 

Refreshments will be provided 

 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions for 2018 are now due and a form is included at the end of this newsletter.   

Apart from your name, there is no necessity to complete the whole form unless your details 
have changed. 

Thanks 

Sean O’Shea 

 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
mailto:argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk
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MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday 8 January 2018  

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘Herbs to aid the gardener’ 

Christina Stapley  

Christina practised as a medical herbalist. She has written 

three books about herbs 

This lecture will be preceded by our postponed AGM. 

 

Monday 12 February 2018  

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘Talks on conifers’ 

Jenny Tidman  

Jenny began her gardening career at Hampton Court Palace 

and has given us some interesting talks in the past 

 

Monday 12 March 2018  

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘Plants of the season’ 

Paul Green 

Paul runs his own nursery and has shrubs from around the 

world 

 

Monday 9 April 2018  

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

‘The buttercup family, Ranunculaceae’ 

Rachel Salisbury 

Rachel is a retired lecturer in horticulture and garden history 

 

 

 

 

Tasks for January/February 

              
 
 Continue to plant roses – weather permitting 

 Examine roses for ‘wind rock’ and firm in 

 Continue pruning climbing roses, 
honeysuckle, summer jasmine etc. 

 Cut out canker on fruit trees and paint over 
with pruning compound 

 Prune apple and pear trees, but not if frost 
persists 

 Spray peach and nectarine against leaf curl 
with copper fungicide 

 Continue spraying fruit bushes and trees with 
a winter wash 

 Continue clearing 
herbaceous plant tops 

 Cut down summer flowering clematis in 
February – check variety first! 

 Prune back winter jasmine after flowering 

 Examine all stored corms, bulbs and tubers 

 Set up early potatoes in trays to sprout 

 Sow early broad beans and wrinkled pea 
varieties 

 Sow early carrots and parsley under frames 

 Plant shallots in late February 
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

A quiet time to reflect; all in all, a productive 
season.  Now for those jobs around the garden 
that are long overdue – the garden fence, the 
wobbly seat, and those raised beds need some 
attention.  

New plantings . . . . 

Between now and March, weather permitting, is 
the best time to plant bare-rooted trees, shrubs 
and roses.  I have already planted five new 
floribunda roses (ground not frosted).  Some years 
ago I was asked to recommend a tree for a small 
garden; the lady in question wanted something 
with spring colour.  As the colour she wanted was 
pink the thought of a cherry tree entered my 

mind.  Prunus 
‘Amanogawa’, a 
Japanese cherry of 
the sato zakura 
group, would be 
perfect.  This 
flowering cherry 
grows straight up into 
the air with no side 
branches, eventually 
over many years 
reaching a height of 
30ft.  Flowers are 
borne in clusters, 
semi-double, white 
to shell pink and 
fragrant.   

Small shrubs are always a good border filler even 
in herbaceous borders, some worth having in your 
borders include hebes, potentillas, spiraeas, 
daphnes and lavenders, just to name a few.  One 
small to medium shrub I have planted in a number 
of gardens is Santolina or cotton lavender, grey 
aromatic leaves all the year round with long stalks 
headed up with rounded bright yellow flower 
heads.  Whenever possible I try to persuade any 
customer that planting evergreens gives the 
garden a more colourful look during the winter.  
There are small, medium and large evergreen 
plants to choose from.  You could have an entire 
garden full of evergreen shrubs and hedges.  Just 

one point to mention, if planting evergreen shrubs 
always buy then in pots.  I have found they do not 
like root disturbance. 

 

Keith’s choice plant . . . .  

Buddleia var. alternifolia:  flowering spring and 
early summer, this deciduous shrub produces 
fountains of fragrant mauve/pink blossom in small 
clusters along its arching branches, reaching a 
height of about 10 feet.  Prune after flowering.  

 

 

No disease please . . . . 

Turf snow mound:  patches of grass turn brown, 
eventually showing signs of a fluffy pale pink 
fungal growth.  This fungal growth generally 
appears in the autumn and in mild winters.  
Keeping the grass aerated by spiking and 
scarifying, and keeping off the grass when wet and 
in snowy conditions, will help prevent this 
condition.  No chemical is available.  Remove 
affected area and re-turf or re-seed in the spring. 

Plants to enjoy in January/February  

Pyracantha, Garrya elliptica, Mahonia, Skimmia 
japonica, Daphne mezereum, Iris reticulata, Hamamelis 
(witch hazel). 

 

Bulbs to enjoy in January/February 

Crocus, Eranthis (aconite), Galanthus (snowdrop), 
Chionodoxa, Muscari (grape hyacinth). 
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 

 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

my garden has not been as tidy as I would like 
recently but looking out of the window one 
morning it looked as tidy as all the other gardens 
covered in snow. 

Leeks . . . .  

I grow between 50 and 100 every year – not all in 
my garden, I hasten to add. Some varieties I have 
grown do well on my ground but not on others, 
and other varieties do well on others but not on 
mine.  This means finding the best variety for your 
garden.  Over the last three years I have tried nine 
different varieties, half of them did well on all 
gardens.  Of course, not everyone needs a huge 
leek; medium to small leeks are just as good, and 
it depends how you want to use them.  I love a 
small leek cooked wrapped in ham and covered 
with a cheese sauce.  Deep ground is vital with 
compost or farmyard manure worked in.  Plant 
eighteen inches (0.5m) apart and between rows, 
and always plant on a new area of your vegetable 

plot each year.  Use a dibber 
when planting.  I use a broken 
fork ‘candles’, sorry handle, 
pointed at one end, pushed into 
the ground as far as possible.  If 
the soil is dry, walk along the 
row with a watering can fitted 
with a fine rose head; this stops 

the soil falling back into the hole when you 
remove the dibber.  I trim leaf and root  before I 
drop them into the hole; sometimes there is only 
about half an inch showing above ground.  C 
arefully water them in, water around the edge of 
the hole so a small amount of soil will fall in and 
cover the leek roots, that’s it.  Weed between the 
rows at regular intervals.  Several years ago I 
began to have a problem with the leeks.  Variety 
did not matter.  They grew away OK, then the 
leaves went a pale colour.  After a while they 
recovered and continued to grow only to repeat 
the problem again.  This meant the leeks were 
very small at the end of the growing season.  Even 
planting in a new area of the vegetable garden did 
not eradicate the problem.  I started spraying at 
the seedling stage with a fungicide and again 
during their growing season, I have not had this 

problem again.  Here are some of the varieties I 
have grown, all were good in all gardens. 

Elefant: very hardy, thick shanks, January to April;   
Porbella: very hardy, thick shanks, October - 
February;    Crusader: very hardy, medium shanks, 
October - February;   Oarsman f1: very hardy, 
medium shanks, October - January;   Herfstruezen 
3 Porvite: very hardy, medium shanks, September 
- February;   Autumn mammoth 2: very hardy, 
thick shanks, November - February. 

Seasonal  activities . . . .  
I think we all deserve a well-earned rest.  When 
the ground is very wet and sometimes frozen or 
covered in snow it’s better to keep off it.  This is a 
good time to look through the seed catalogues 
and place an order for the 
coming season, if not already 
done.  Place a cover on your 
rhubarb for those early pale 
pink champagne sticks.  If you 
have frames, put on the tops to 
warm up the ground a little.  
Sow carrots, radishes, early 
peas, spring onions and salad leaves late February.  
This is also a good time to order new asparagus 
crowns.  Continue to check stored vegetables.  
This is also a good time to set up in trays your 
early potatoes, if you have them (protect from 
frost).  

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Potato var. Sarpo Blue Danube:   blight resistant, 
good all-rounder for the kitchen.  Large and 
medium sized potatoes.  No slug damage.  Early 
maincrop variety. 

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

Leek moth:  Foliage on onions and leeks develops 
whitish brown patches, and there are tunnels in 
the stem of leek and onion bulbs.  This is mostly a 
problem in the coastal south and east of England.  
Spray with insecticide early in the season. 

Some vegetables to enjoy in 
January/February 

Leeks, savoy cabbage, Brussels sprouts, parsnips, swede, 
Jerusalem artichokes, curly kale, turnips, celeriac, spinach.  
From store; potatoes, carrots, shallots, courgette, beetroot, 
onions. 
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Recipe  

 

French Onion Soup  . . . .    

Ingredients  

50g/2oz butter 
1kg/2lb 4oz onions, thinly sliced 
2 garlic cloves, chopped 
100ml/3½fl oz white wine 
2 tbsp Madeira, plus extra once cooked, to taste 
1 litre/1¾ pint fresh beef stock 

salt and freshly ground black pepper 
chopped parsley to garnish 
8 thick slices French bread 
2 cloves garlic, cut in half 
100g/3½oz Gruyère cheese, grated 

 

Method 

1. Melt the butter in a medium-sized ovenproof pan, add 
the onions and garlic and gently fry over a low heat for 
30-35 minutes, stirring occasionally, until the onions are 
really soft and a rich dark brown colour. This stage of the 
recipe is really important, the long slow cooking of the 
onions gives this soup its lovely rich flavour and colour. 

2. Add the white wine, stirring the bottom of the pan to 
loosen all the browned onion. Bring it back to the boil 
then add the Madeira and beef stock. 

3. Bring to the boil and then simmer for about 10-12 minutes. 

4. Meanwhile make the croutons. Toast the bread on both sides and rub the toast with the cut 
side of a garlic clove. Top with the grated cheese and place under the grill until the cheese has 
melted. 

5. Taste the soup to check the seasoning, and add salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste. 
Add another few tablespoons of Madeira to the soup, to boost the flavour and stir well. 

6. Lay the croûtons on top of the soup and scatter with fresh chopped parsley. 

7. To serve, ladle the soup into bowls, making sure each serving has a cheesy croûton. Serve 
immediately, before the croûton goes soggy. 

Ellie  
      

Editor’s Postscript . . . .  

 

I got quite a surprise when I went to put on my fleece-lined gardening boots 
this morning – they had been stuffed with dry leaves, small twigs, and a 
handful of suet pellets from my store of wild bird food!  A mouse must have 
been in the garage over Christmas and decided that a fleece-lined boot 
would make an ideal nesting place.  There was no mess and, luckily, no sign 
of the mouse. 

Alison 
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Membership Subscriptions 

MALMESBURY GARDEN CLUB 

Subscriptions for 2017 are now due and may be paid at meetings or direct to 
Mr. Sean O’Shea, Redlands, West End, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5DA or 

The Club Post Box, E & S Hardware, High Street, Malmesbury 
 

PLEASE SECURE CASH/CHEQUE IN AN ENVELOPE WITH THIS FORM. 
 

Enclosed:  £7.00 (single membership) □  £10.00 (joint membership)  □ 

 

Member 1  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Member 2  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Telephone number………………………………………...          

Email address……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Thank you 

Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 

 


